Incorporation of CoopZone Developers’ Network, and Change of Site Mandate 

The incorporation of the national Co-op Developers’ Network has become a reality!  The Steering Committee has confirmed this decision, following unanimous agreement by the participating developer members to do so on two consultation calls held in English & in French.  

CoopZone is no longer under the management of the two national co-operative associations, the Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) and the Conseil Canadien de la Coopération et de la Mutualité (CCCM). The two national associations have granted permission to use the name, "CoopZone", and the CoopZone website to the new CoopZone Developers Network.  The CoopZone web site
 will continue as the web site of the Developers' Network.  It will no longer be the national information hub for co-op development; that role will be filled by a new site to be launched at a later date by CCA and CCCM.  Details will follow in coming months directly from CCA and CCCM.  Once the new site is in operation, CoopZone will replace this information with links in the appropriate places to the new site to avoid duplication and to send Canadians to a central place for information relevant for co-op development, in both official languages.
For the Network, the Steering Committee and staff have drafted Articles of Incorporation, along with a draft Vision and Objectives, the latter of which builds on the pieces put into place by the unincorporated Network which has been operating since 2005.  The incorporation papers have been submitted and approved.  The founding meeting of members, including election of the founding Board, will take place by conference call.  The Network is planning to hold its founding meeting in September
.  We hope that this will allow a high number of participants.   
 
In addition, there is a sufficient number of francophone developers willing to volunteer for the Board and committees, and there is a strong belief among the developers that the Network should be bilingual.  Therefore the Steering Committee also decided that the Network will be bilingual, within the limited resources available – e.g., not all materials may be translated.  However, there will be sub-committees that function only in French, and tele-learning sessions will be offered in French as well as in English. In addition, the Federation of Regional Development Co-operatives (CDR’s) of Quebec has offered to actively collaborate with the national Network, which creates the possibility of joint Forums and potentially other jointly held activities. 

The CoopZone Network Steering Committee would like to thank CCA and CCCM for their collaboration and for giving the Network permission to use the name CoopZone.  Their support is greatly appreciated.  


N.B.  If you are not a Developers’ Network member and are interested in joining, 

please contact Hazel Corcoran, hazel@canadianworker.coop . 
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.coopzone.coop" ��www.coopzone.coop� 


� The time has been set: Thursday, September 17, 2009 at 12 noon – 2 pm EST.





